We are fascinated by plants. From tiny seeds,
planted into the soil, an array of wonderous green
possibilities can arise - from small herbs to big
trees, or from decorative flowers to substantial
crops which nourish all animals and humanity
giving continued life to our amazing planet. Plant
biologists estimate the total number of plant
species to be approximately 250,000.

Through our coordinated Fascination of Plants Day
campaign across the globe, we hope to nurture
many virtual and constantly germinating seeds in
the collective minds of the public worldwide with
a compelling message that plant science is of
critical significance to the social and environmental
landscape now and in the future.

#PlantsDay2026
www.plantday18may.org

Fascination of
Plants Day

Overall Coordination

Overall & Europe Maija Malnaca
plantday@epsomail.org

Beyond Europe Trine Hvoslef-Eide
trine.hvoslef-eide@nmbu.no

National Coordinators

Overall Karin Metzlaff
epso@epsomail.org

Argentina Gaston Vaghi Medina
gastonvaghi@gmail.com

Australia Mary Byrne
mary.byrne@sydney.edu.au
Austria Margit Laimer
margit.laimer@boku.ac.at.
Belgium Maarten Houben
maarten.houben@kuleuven.be
Bolivia Silvia Ten
silvia.ten.f@gmail.com

Bosnia & Hercegovina Erna Karalija
erna.karalija@gmail.com

Brazil Annelise Frazao Nunes
annelise.frazao@ufpe.br

Bulgaria Anelia Veneva lantcheva
aneliaiancheva@abi.bg

Canada Shahrokh Khanizadeh
Shahrokh.khanizadeh@outlook.com
China Weihua Tang
whtang@sibs.ac.cn

Colombia Gabriela Doria
mgd39@cantab.ac.uk

Croatia Vesna Zidovec
vzidovec@agr.hr

Cyprus Dimitris Tsaltas
dimitris.tsaltas@cut.ac.cy

Denmark Sidsel Birkelund Schmidt
sibs@icoel.dk

Ecuador Ana Lucia Bravo Cazar
ana.bravo@ikiam.edu.ec

Estonia Cecilia Sarmiento
cecilia.sarmiento@taltech.ee
Ethiopia Amsalu Gobena Roro
amsalugobenaroro@gmail.com
Finland Karen Sims-Huopaniemi
fopd-suomi@helsinki.fi

Germany Frank Hartung, Ralf Wilhelm
frank.hartung@julius-kuehn.de
ralf.wilhelm@julius-kuehn.de
Ghana Kwadwo Owusu Ayeh
koabongi@hotmail.com

Hungary Peter Poor
poorpeti@bio.u-szeged.hu

Iceland Kesara Margrét Jonsson
kesara@hi.is

India Neera Sarin, Deepak Kumar
neerasarin@rediffmail.com
deepakkumar@bhu.ac.in

Ireland Barbara Doyle Prestwich
b.doyle@ucc.ie

Italy Luisa Lanfranco, Valeria Bianciotto
luisa.lanfranco@unito.it
valeria.bianciotto@cnr.it

Iraq Hassan Alkarawi
hassan.alkarawi@atu.edu.iq

Israel Dana Bar Zvi
dana.bar-zvi@weizmann.ac.il
Kenya Danny Coyne
d.coyne@cgiar.org

Latvia Annija Tija Bernikova-Bondare
botaniskais.darzs@lu.lv

Lebanon Tanos G. Hage
thage@ndu.edu.lb

Lithuania Indré Sekevi¢iené
indre.sekeviciene@vdu.lIt
Luxemburg Xuan XU, Gea Guerriero
xuan.xu@list.lu

gea.qguerriero@list.lu

Mexico Harumi Shimada
h.shimada@enes.unam.mx
Netherlands Jeroen Balemans
jeroen.balemans@wur.nl

New Zealand Sanjeev Raikar,
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Norway Trine Hvoslef-Eide \:
trine.hvoslef-eide@nmbu.no '4‘ ln V4
Philippines Arlene Alegre

acalegre16@gmail.com

Poland Magdalena Arasi icz-Jelonek,
Jagna Chmielowska-Bak
arasim@amu.edu.pl
jagna.chmielowska@amu.edu.pl
Portugal Marta Daniela Santos,
Nelson Saibo
marta.santos@itgb.unl.pt
saibo@itgb.unl.pt

Romania Mirela Cordea
mcordea@usamvcluj.ro

Saudi Arabia Maged Saad
maged.saad@kaust.edu.sa

serbia Ljiljana Tubic
tubic@ibiss.bg.ac.rs

Slovakia Michaela Havrlentova
havrlentova@vurv.sk

Slovenia Marusa Pompe-Novak
Marusa.Pompe.Novak@nib.si
Spain Alejandro Atarés Huerta
aatares@ibmcep.upv.es

Sweden Jens Sundstrom,

Anna Manourova
Jens.Sundstrom@slu.se
anna.manourova@slu.se
Switzerland Manuela Dahinden,
Romy Kohlmann
mdahinden@ethz.ch
romy.kohlmann@usys.ethz.ch
Thailand Yosapol Harnvanichvech
yosapol.harn@ku.th

Turkey Nihal Géren-Saglam
gorenn@istanbul.edu.tr

Ukraine Yaroslav Blume,
Anastasija Buziashvili
cellbio@cellbio.freenet.viaduk.net
buziashvili.an@gmail.com

United Kingdom Tracy Valentine,
Carmen Hermida Carrera
Tracy.Valentine@hutton.ac.uk
c.carrera@lancaster.ac.uk
Uruguay Marcel Bentacour
marcel.bentancor@gmail.com
USA Winnie Nham
wnham@aspb.org

Find more countries / NCs at
https://plantday18may.org/countries/

www.plantday18may.org eps%



Fascination of
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May 18" 2026

The eighth international “Fascination of Plants
Day”, FoPD 2026, will be launched by plant scien-
tists across the world under the umbrella of the
European Plant Science Organisation (EPSO,
www.epsoweb.org). The goal of this activity is

to get as many people as possible around the
world fascinated by plants and enthused about
the importance of plant science for agriculture, in
sustainably producing food, as well as for horti-
culture, forestry, and all of the non-food products
such as paper, timber, chemicals, energy, and
pharmaceuticals. The role of plants in environ-
mental conservation will also be a key message.

Everybody is welcome to join this initiative,
which started with extraordinary success in May
2012 and continued to grow across the world
from 2013 to 2024. We invite everyone, from schools
to producers, to join in and contribute to this initiative.
Many plant science institutions, universities, schools,

We invite YOU to organise an engaging, plant
related activity on/around the 18t May 2026

and to interact with the public. Our goal is to
break the record of 1,000 events. We also invite
the media, scientists and policy makers to discuss
the latest state-of-the-art research and break-
throughs in plant science and explore new
applications plant science can offer.
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The Fascination of Plants Day will be celebrated by
a range of events in public spaces, theatres, cafés,
central city squares and parks designed to get
everyone thinking about plants.

The Fascination of Plants Day is officially held on

18 May but events can be organised from March to
November to enable maximum global participation.
Contact your National Coordinator or the EPSO Global
Coordinators (see reverse side) for further details.

epsb

Please contact us to become a sponsor of the Fascination of Plants Day:

plantday@epsomail.org
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